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COVINA HIGH SCHOOL               
Casey Stratton, Principal    
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Alyssa Martinez
Alyssa attended Barranca Elementary and Traweek middle school. Alyssa is a student leader, 
scholar and 3 sport athlete at Covina High. Alyssa played on the varsity volleyball team for 2 
years, and the varsity basketball and track teams for 4 years. This year Alyssa was named one of 
the Valle Vista Top 5. Alyssa is enrolled in both our AVID and Medical Pathways and has been an 
active member of the Latino Culture Club, the Anatomy Club, Active Minds and Colt Link. This 
year Alyssa was the Covina High Red Cross Team Leader organizing student volunteers and donor 
sign ups for the two blood drives hosted on our campus. Ms. Travis, Alyssa’s counselor, describes 
her as one of the most resilient, dedicated and kind hearted students she has ever met. Alyssa 
hopes to attend either UC Riverside or Cal Poly Pomona in the fall and major in either nursing or 
biology. Ever since she was little, Alyssa has wanted to be in the medical field and has found it in 
her nature to want to help others.  Her career plans are to either be a Registered Nurse or Doctor 
of Physical Therapy. Alyssa, on behalf of Covina High School and PTSA...congratulations!  

Alyssa was accepted to 16 universities including the Azusa Paci�c  University, California Baptist University, UC Riverside, Cal State L.A., 
Northern Arizona University, and Mount Saint Mary’s University. She will be attending the University of La Verne in the fall. 

Austin attended Rowland Elementary School and Traweek Middle School.  Austin is the current 
ASB president and has been a leader on campus since his freshman year. One of Austin’s proudest 
accomplishments is starting the ‘Lunch of Love’ event at Rowland Elementary. This is an event 
where high school students go to Rowland to have lunch with students whose parents can’t attend 
the Valentine's Day Lunch. Austin has been a part of our Project Lead the Way Engineering Path-
way all four years and has been involved in Interact, Key Club and has participated on varsity 
swim for 3 years. Mrs. Larson, Austin’s honors and AP Chemistry teacher describes Austin  as a 
student who has always been willing to go above and beyond both in the classroom and in the 
community.  Austin hopes to attend Oregon State University in the fall and will be majoring in 
Environmental Design. His future goals include creating a company that focuses on Clean Energy 
and Water. Austin hopes to make an impact on making our world a greener place. Austin, on 
behalf of Covina High School and PTSA...congratulations! 

Austin LeNoue

Mia was recruited to play softball and will be attending Oberlin College in the fall.

Austin was accepted to 6 universities including Humboldt State University, Sonoma State University, Cal Poly Pomona, Ohio State University, 
and University of Colorado Boulder. He will be attending Oregon State University in the fall.

Mia attended Cypress Elementary and Traweek Middle School. Mia is a hard-working, goal-ori-
ented scholar and athlete. She serves as a student representative on the PTSA, is the President of 
the Gay Straight Alliance, Editor and Chief of the Vermilion, a cabinet member of Active Minds 
and Captain of the softball team. Mia also plays on a club softball team which is ranked 11th in the 
state.  Mr. Falkinburg describes Mia as “ a once-in-a-career student who stands out from all the 
other students he’s taught.” He credits her to building the Vermilion into what it is today. Again he 
states, “Mia has grown this program from literally nothing, to something widely recognized and 
celebrated on campus and across the district.”  Mia will be attending Oberlin College in Ohio 
where she will play for their softball team and major in History. Mia’s goals for the future are to be 
a high school history teacher and hopefully one day to work for the History Channel. Mia, on 
behalf of CHS and PTSA...congratulations!

Mia Brito
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Dominic was accepted to 7 universities including Cal Maritime University, Cal Poly Pomona, California Baptist University, 
Colorado Mesa University, Azusa Paci�c University, and Cal State LA.

Dominic Santos
Dominic has attended Covina-Valley schools since 6th grade.  Dominic is loved by students and 
staff alike for his genuine and charming personality, coupled with his winning smile. Dominic has 
been active in the Boy Scouts of America for 8 years and has attained many impressive awards, 
including the rank of Eagle Scout.  At Covina, Dominic has been an essential member of our Tennis 
Team, Marching Band, and is the co-founder of our Ping Pong Club - a new organization that has 
united students and staff around a love of table tennis.  He has a 3.6 cumulative GPA, is a 4-year 
AVID student and has enrolled in rigorous courses for the duration of his high school career. Domi-
nic plans to attend Cal State Maritime and major in Supply Chain Management - all leading 
towards his ultimate goal of improving global trade. Dominic - on behalf of Covina High School and 
PTSA...congratulations!

Denise is truly one of the most accomplished students at Covina High School! She has enrolled in 
rigorous honors and AP courses while maintaining an unweighted 3.98 GPA. She has successfully 
completed 4 AP classes, all while participating in school sports and co-curricular activities. Denise 
is a 4-year member of the Varsity Soccer Team and an integral part of our ASB, serving as our 
Vice-President. Her infectious spirit, heavy involvement in student government, numerous clubs 
on campus, and her performance with sports is truly inspiring. She leads by example and utilizes 
her charismatic personality to bring out the best of those around her. Denise is driven to succeed 
academically, and has always prepared for her future career as a Nurse Practitioner. Faculty mem-
bers describe Denise as a highly motivated and dedicated self-starter, with a bright future! She is 
compassionate, strong in character, and perseveres in all situations. Qualities like these, have 
made Denise a favorite student to have in class, on a team, or as a part of an extra-curricular 
group. Denise will attend Azusa Pacific’s School of Nursing in the fall to pursue her dream of 
becoming a Nurse Practitioner. Denise - on behalf of Covina High School and PTSA...congratula-
tions!

Denise Ramirez

Cedrick was accepted to 8 universities including to California Baptist University, University of La Verne, UC Riverside, San Diego State University, 
Cal State Long Beach,  and Cal State Fullerton. He will be attending Cal Poly Pomona in the spring. 

Denise was accepted to 13 universities, including University of San Francisco, Vanguard University, Mount Saint Mary’s University, Cal Baptist 
University,  Point Loma Nazarene University, and Biola University. She will be attending Azusa Paci�c University in the fall. 

Cedrick is a lifelong C-VUSD student who attended Workman Elementary and Traweek Middle 
School.  As a standout Covina Colt, Cedrick is a 4 year Marching and Concert Band Drumline 
member, who has spent countless hours practicing his craft after school and on weekends.  His 
hard work culminated in Cedrick being named  Drum captain his senior year.  He is also extremely 
proud of his family’s Mexican heritage and is the current president of the Latino Culture Club.  
Cedrick is an excellent swimmer who was named JV captain his sophomore year before moving up 
to the Varsity team as a junior.  Cedrick’s teachers all agree that he is one of the most respectful 
and polite students they have ever had because he is always courteous and considerate of others.  
Cedrick’s goal is to attend Cal Poly Pomona, where he has already been accepted, and study Busi-
ness and Accounting.  But before that, Cedrick’s other main goal is to join the United States 
Marine Corp, in which he has already enlisted.  Cedrick is a stellar Colt and a proud American. 
Cedrick, on behalf of Covina High School and PTSA...congratulations!

Cedrick Moreno-Rodriguez



NORTHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL             
Manuel Burciaga, Ed.D., Principal   
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Carlos Liu Ye
Carlos Liu Ye is the true embodiment of the Viking spirit. As an immigrant to the United States at 
the age of ten Carlos worked hard to learn English as a second language. His grit and determina-
tion have helped him achieve a 4.0 GPA and he has successfully taken and passed seven Advanced 
Placement Classes.  He has maintained this academic excellence in the classroom and on the 
tennis court as a Varsity Tennis player. Carlos’ drive and perseverance can be seen on campus 
every day with his leadership in the classroom but also in his determination off of it as he will soon 
test for his 2nd-degree black belt in Taekwondo. Carlos is going to achieve great things as he 
continues to work hard and achieve greatness. This Viking is humble, hard-working, compassion-
ate and determined to contribute to his family and society in positive ways through excellence in 
education and as an example of integrity, service, and kindness.

Carlos was accepted to UC Irvine and will attending there in the fall. 

Giselle Garcia Nunez is fondly known to our Viking family as “G.” This courteous, intelligent, and 
dedicated young woman has grown into a leader at Northview High School. Giselle's passion on 
the court can be seen in all that she does, not only on campus but in the community as well.  
Giselle can be found volunteering her time at local events around Covina and with the Special 
Olympics. The spirit and drive that it takes to lead the team as well as inspire those around her 
can be seen by all those she meets. Giselle hopes to take those leadership qualities to a degree in 
business and maybe even the basketball skills to a college court.  She has been offered a basket-
ball scholarship to Tiffin University and Lake Erie College. They are both in Ohio. Giselle is 
shooting for the stars as she heads into the world. 

Giselle Garcia-Nunez

Marlene was accepted to 8 universities including UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, UC San Diego, UC Santa Barbara, Cal State Long Beach, Cal Poly Pomona, and 
Azusa Paci�c University.  She will be attending UCLA this fall.

Giselle was accepted to 8 universities including Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State Monterey Bay, Cal State Dominguez Hills,
San Diego Christian College, Ti�n University, and Lake Erie College.

Marlene Espinoza’s drive to help others was established at a young age. She was inspired by the 
specialized care that her grandmother required and knew that was a passion she wanted to contin-
ue to pursue and now has set her own goal of becoming a surgeon. Not only does she continue to 
help others, but she has also now gone above and beyond to explore various career paths that may 
be available to her as she continues to learn and grow.   Marlene’s perseverance has led her to 
become the President of the Medical Club and has been actively involved in the Key Club. Her 
volunteer spirit and willingness to help others can also be seen by her active involvement in her 
church’s Sunday School program. Marlene is setting herself up for success as she takes on all that 
comes her way. 

Marlene Espinoza
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Diana Rincon-Zepeda
Diana is fully involved in so many of the amazing programs the school has to offer. Diana has 
balanced her time between extracurricular activities such as ASB and Key Club, editing and 
producing video projects for our FAME pathway, volunteering, and carrying an incredibly rigorous 
academic course load. Diana is a member of the school’s news broadcast, Viking Vision, as the lead 
editor. This role takes full advantage of Diana’s impeccable time-management, self-motivation, 
creativity, attention to detail, and problem-solving skills. She has also been a part of the PBS New-
sHour Student Reporting Labs Summer Academy in Washington DC., taking on challenges with 
perseverance and grace. Diana has overcome obstacles while achieving success in all areas of her 
life and she does all of this while maintaining a kind and cheerful disposition. She has been accept-
ed to Cal State Long Beach, Cal State Northridge, Cal State Dominguez Hills, UC Riverside, UC 
Santa Cruz, and UC Davis. We all look forward to the amazing things Diana is going to do one day 
either in front of or behind the camera.

Diana was accepted to 10 universities, including Cal State Dominguez Hills, Cal State Northridge, UC Riverside, UC Davis, UC Santa Cruz, 
Loyola Marymount University,  Saint Mary’s College of California, and Cal State Fullerton. She will be attending Cal State Long Beach in the fall. 

Bellen is a true Viking and her kind soul bleeds Black and Gold. Bellen attended the NHS track 
from Kindergarten spending her elementary years as a Manzanita Mustang, later to promote to  
Las Palmas Lancer and now a Northview Viking. Her 4 years at NHS and in the community have 
been “busy” to say the least. On campus you can find Bellen in meetings or spending time in class-
es for various clubs/activities such as Model United Nations, AP Society, Bible Club,  DIY Club 
(President), Renaissance, and Yearbook (Editor). Off campus Bellen is active in her church and 
serves as a youth leader sharing her faith and experiences with the younger generations. While 
staying extremely busy, Bellen has maintained a high GPA and has taken AP courses all 4  years. 
She applied to 9, four-year universities and was accepted to 6. She recently decided to commit to 
Cal-State Long Beach to pursue her BA in Early Childhood Education & Development to become 
an elementary school teacher.  Perhaps Bellen might return to C-VUSD as a teacher one day, in 
hopes to share that contagious joy she exudes daily.

Bellen Velasco

Irina was accepted to Cal Poly Pomona and will be attending there in the fall. 

Bellen was accepted to 6 universities, including UC Davis, UC Riverside, Cal State Fullerton,  Azusa Paci�c University, and Cal Baptist University.
She will be attending Cal State Long Beach in the fall.

Irina is a student at Northview that you just have to meet. She cares about others and her resolve 
is evident.  She swims butterfly for the varsity swim team and is in multiple AP classes: AP Phys-
ics, AP Calculus BC, AP Lit, and AP Research. She is optimistic and she really enjoys learning new 
ideas and concepts. She tries to help her peers whenever they ask for help or if she sees anyone in 
need. Teachers and peers describe her as kind, honest and compassionate. Irina has been working 
with me on her AP Research study in which she is doing research on the effect of 1:1 Technology 
and reading comprehension. A fascinating topic indeed. We cannot wait to see what comes of this 
study. Her future is bright college and beyond.

Irina Stroud



SOUTH HILLS HIGH SCHOOL              
Matt Dalton, Ed.D., Principal   
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Stephany Lam
Some of the words that come to mind when I think of Stephany are motivated, reflective and 
balanced. Over the past four years at South Hills, Stephany has truly flourished into the inquisi-
tive young woman she is today, making her a valedictorian for the Class of 2020. She has thrived 
in all of her AP course work, earning the title of AP Scholar. Stephany has been involved in multi-
ple sports such as volleyball, track and tennis, and a 3-year member of our Science Olympiad 
team. Outside of school, Stephany works at her parent’s watch repair shop, helping out when she 
can. What is most impressive about Stephany is her ability to voice that she is still growing, speak-
ing about her growth as “incomplete.”  Her grit and determination are palpable and her maturity 
is second to none. I am so excited for what's to come for Stephany to see her blossom in college. She 
plans to attend UCI in the fall.

Stephany was accepted to 6 universities including Cal State Fullerton, Cal State Long Beach, 
UC Riverside, and Cal State L.A. She will be attending UC Irvine in the fall. 

Natalie is the type of enthralling young lady who people naturally gravitate towards and love to 
be around. Natalie is the charismatic go to student on campus for peers, staff, and parents. She is 
driven with goals and ambitions that are unmatched by others. While maintaining a flawless 4.0 
GPA, Natalie also remains highly involved in various activities on campus such as the National 
Honor Society, Dance Encore, and the Associated Student Body leadership team. Natalie is an 
impressive communicator who has represented our school in various oratory competitions and is 
the captain and president of our Mock Trial team. Earlier this year, I selected Natalie to speak at 
our school board meeting to inform the district about what is happening on our campus. She 
always speaks so eloquently and concisely and with such clarity and organization. She is currently 
a valedictorian candidate for graduation. Natalie plans on attending either UCI, UCSB or Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo and studying Political Science.

Natalie Hauser

Rachel was accepted to 10 universities, including UCLA, UC Berkeley, USC, UC San Diego, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, San Diego State University,
Cal State Fullerton, and Pepperdine University. She will be attending Chapman University in the fall. 

Natalie was accepted to 6 universities, including UC Santa Barbara, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Cal Poly Pomona, California  Baptist University,
and University of La Verne.  She will be attending UC Irvine in the fall. 

Rachel is one of the main friendly faces and voices of the South Hills student body and can be seen 
at all school activities with a smile on her face and a witty joke to tell. Many students and staff 
members joke that there is nothing that Rachel isn’t talented at, and it really is the truth. Rachel 
is a four-year integral member of our ASB team and is also an active member of the National 
Honor Society and has been the club president for the last two years. She is a strong, natural 
leader who sets a great example for her peers. This year, Rachel wrote, sang, and starred in our 
new ‘Show What You Know’ video that was a huge hit. Rachel has taken on some of the most rigor-
ous coursework available to her. She has continuously thrived in AP, IB, Honors, and dual enroll-
ment classes with dedication, earning all A’s and becoming an AP Scholar with Distinction while 
balancing her time between many extracurricular activities. She is currently a valedictorian 
candidate for graduation. She plans on attending Chapman University in the fall on a Presiden-
tial Scholarship and majoring in Health Sciences.

Rachel Berns

*CA State PTA 
Volunteer 
Service 

Scholarship

*CA State PTA 
Volunteer 
Service 

Scholarship
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Melina Avila Viera
Melina has served her school community in many ways but her role as the editor and chief of the 
yearbook staff is what stands out the most. She joined yearbook as a freshman and quickly took 
the lead on many projects, which made her stand out to the advisor as a future editor. Melina is 
one of those rare editors who has not let her grades slide due to this strong time commitment. Her 
teachers have shared that she is proactive in communicating with them and making arrange-
ments for test-taking prior to the class period if she knows she will not be in the class due to year-
book commitments. She is disciplined and organized and it’s amazing how she is able to fit every-
thing she does into a 24-hour day. Melina has earned a competitive GPA from taking a variety of 
AP, IB, Dual Enrollment and Honors classes and will be graduating with Honors. Melina plans to 
attend college and major in Communicative Disorders to become a Speech Therapist.

Melina was accepted to Saint Mary’s College of California and Cal State Fullerton. She will be attending Cal State Fullerton in the fall. 

Yemisi is truly special. She is a student who goes above and beyond to seek out opportunities to 
gain knowledge and expose herself to environments and cultures outside of her norm. She has 
challenged herself here at South Hills by taking almost every AP course offered, as well as taking 
courses at a local community college. She is an AP Scholar with distinction and a valedictorian 
candidate for the Class of 2020. As a highly sought-after math tutor, Yemisi has made our school 
community a better place by tutoring students in math, spending her time after school and during 
lunch to help those in need. The one characteristic about Yemisi that I find so impressive is her 
ability to constantly find opportunities to better herself. An example of this is the Yale Young 
Global Scholars program this past summer, where she traveled to Yale University to surround 
herself with her like-minded peers and build connections and networks. We are so proud of all that 
Yemisi has accomplished at South Hills and beyond. At the moment, Yemisi’s top choice for college 
is Tufts University as a Biomedical Sciences major with the potential of tackling another major. 
After college, she plans to go to medical school in order to become an anesthesiologist. 

Oluyemisi Obi

Donnatella was accepted to 9 universities including Cal State Long Beach, Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State San Bernardino, Oregon State  and 
San Diego State University.  She will be attending La Sierra University in the fall. 

Oluyemisi was accepted to 36 universities including Oregon Tech, Loyola U Chicago, Saint Mary’s College of California, Tufts University, Tulane 
University, NYU Shanghai, UNC Chapel Hill, Washington and Lee University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and Case Western Reserve University.

Donny is a student that has grown leaps and bounds over the past four years. She is kind, compas-
sionate, and ambitious. She is a student who is quiet and humble, yet extremely successful. During 
her time at South Hills, Donny has maintained an impressive 3.95 GPA and balanced her school-
work with her sports and activities after school. She has been a 4-year member of the girl’s basket-
ball team, proving to be one of the hardest working girls on the court. Also, Donny was chosen to 
represent South Hills for the Kaiser Work Prep Program where she earned a 20 hour/week intern-
ship at a local hospital last summer. Here is where Donny solidified her passion for helping others 
and becoming a physical therapist. Donny plans to study Kinesiology at either a CSU, UC or La 
Sierra University in Riverside.

Donnatella Landazuri



Special  Thanks  to...

Covina-Valley Council of Parent-Teacher Associations
First District PTA

California Congress of Parents & Teachers
California State and National PTA ID #00051247 

Units 15 

The Covina-Valley Council PTA would like to thank the following 
for their support of the 2019-2020 Council Scholarship Program: 

 our Board of Education and Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D.
Asst. Superintendent Elizabeth Eminhizer, Ed.D. and assistant Phillippa Kennedy

South Hills High School PTSA, Covina High School PTSA, and 
Northview High School PTA and their sta�

PTA Parents Rosanna Foxall, Esmeralda Rubio and the Council Scholarship Committee
 our High School Principals: Casey Stratton - Covina, 

Manuel Burciaga, Ed.D. - Northview, and Matt Dalton, Ed.D. - South Hills
all the seniors who took the time to apply

                                                     
I would like to thank Alejandra Lagos-Jolicoeur for designing this 

beautiful keepsake program.

Scholarship funds were made possible, thanks to our 15 PTAs, 
District Administrators, and businesses who donated and participated 

in our Holiday Luncheon silent auction and ra�e.

Stay safe and healthy.

Lori Berns, 2019-2020 Covina-Valley Council President
and the Council Executive Committee


